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chanan or Paleologue and was believed by both ambassadors to be pro-German. At the end of November, 1916, Sturmer was dismissed and, after a brief interregnum, was replaced in December by imperial Russia's last foreign minister, N. N. Pokrovskr, a bureaucrat of integrity but as ignorant of international affairs as was his predecessor. The Russian foreign office, moreover, was subject to pressure from many quarters. The debacle of East Prussia and the retreat of 1915, impetuous requests by Russian headquarters for diversions on the western front and in the Near East, and the conflict of the policies pursued by the allies in the Balkans, did much to destroy the enthusiasm for Russia that swept France and England during the early weeks of the war. Russia, according to the draft of a letter written by Winston Churchill to Grey on March 6, 1915, N.S., "is a broken Power but for our aid, and has no resource open but to turn traitor —and this she cannot do." 6 "Excitement against Russia because of doubts concerning our willingness to participate in the military operations in the Balkans increases here daily in parliamentary, journalistic, and even governmental circles/' Izvolsky telegraphed to Sazonov on October 12, 1915, N.S. It was held, according to the ambassador, that the delay of the Rumanian intervention, due allegedly to Russia's resistance to her demands, and the failure to send Russian troops to the Balkans had hopelessly compromised the policy and military plans of England and France.
Disillusionment with the allies, especially with Great Britain, was equally bitter in Russia. Trench warfare in France was regarded by many as a subterfuge to shift the full burden of the fighting to the eastern front. In the summer of 1916, for instance, a reactionary newspaper which Buchanan "had reasons to believe to be inspired" by the entourage of Sturmer (then president of the council of ministers and foreign minister), published "an outrageous attack on the British army, declaring, among other things, that it had only advanced two hundred yards in the course of two years." The ambassador endeavored in vain to obtain a retraction and an apology.7 The Grand Duke Boris, according to Knox, indulged in malicious talk about the
• Winston Churchill, The World Crisis, 1915 (London, 1923), p. 204. Churchill, then first lord of the admiralty, was incensed by Sazonov's objections to the participation of Greece in the Dardanelles expedition. The letter of March 6 was not sent because of Venizelos's dismissal from office.
7 Sir George Buchanan, My Mission to Russia, and Other Diplomatic Memories (London, 1925), II, 20-21.

